New Record Trout in Hede – Sweden.

Just before 20.00 in the evening of July 15, someone was knocking on my door as I was just having a glass of wine and watching a movie on TV. Nevertheless I opened the door and there were 2 Germans standing outside. They were on a 3-week vacation in our area in Sweden. They had a big old bag in their hands and wanted help with identifying the fish they said they caught in the river Ljusnan just a short while ago.

I opened the bag and what I saw made me want to jump out of my shoes in disbelief. Right before my nose I saw the biggest trout i ever seen in my life! From my days of being “Master Measurer” for the renowned organisation Safari Club International, I realized direct that I needed to record the vital statistics of the fish very carefully and went to work. This trout weighed 7,56 Kg, was 82 cm long, had a belly-girth of 49 cm and the tail fin was a whole 22 cm high! A wild trout that is, not such disgusting shit like on pellets raised and planted P&T trout, which regrettably are coming more and more in all kinds of waters around Europe. I am a very lucky guy, because it´s not every day one gets to hold and caress such a beauty in his hands! The fisherman, or better said the fisherwoman, was the woman Renate Hanke from the area about Goslar in Germany. She caught this giant trout on a little silver-coloured spinner with little red stripes on it. On her very first cast, and before the spinner even reached ground, she felt that something big had taken her spinner. She was anxiously asking her husband to help her get that monster out of the water. But he told her “you got that thing on the hook, see to it that you land whatever it is”. Though he helped her to gaff the fish and get it up on the beach. It took a whole 45 minutes for Renate to land the fish. Thereafter she was totally exhausted.

When I saw the “Mickey Mouse equipment” Renate had, I was appalled: absolutely toys and definitely not worthy such a grand trout! She had a little telescopic fishing rod, one that pushed together would fit in the sidepocket of her trousers or in her backpack. On it sat a miniature fishing reel, a socalled “ultralight” mounted with 0.20 woven fishing line.

Not being experienced in fishing, and “just fishing a little when on vacation”, it was a real achievement for Renate to actually land such a grant fish. Which luck certain “bloody beginners” sometimes have! Everything that was wrong or could go wrong DID go wrong, from lousy equipment to inexperience. But Renate had unbelivable luck, landed the big trout and beating in any case the old existing record for Hede in Sweden. It was 4,9 Kg, a record set 1991, over 19 years ago. It´s highly propable that it will take a while until her record is broken. However, there are plenty of big trout at the same place and catches of 2–4 Kg are absolutely no rarity!

The 3rd big shock for me came when the 2 Germans wanted me to “take the knife to the fish” to take out the fillets! There it was stop for my part and I set my heels into the ground. Efter some lengthy discussions they agreed that I should have that grand old trout, that I should have it mounted and that it thereafter would hang in the tourist office in Hede for all to see and admire! 

Just before Renate finished her vacation and left our area she smilingly admitted that she, with eyes shut, mumbled the fishermens prayer as she reached the river Ljusnan:

Oh Lord allow me just one fish, so heavy, large and fat,

So I, when talking to my friends, don´t have to lie so bad!

(And the Lord has apparently listended to her pryer and granted her wish.)

Text and pictures by Horst Kuehne.

If you are interested of exceptional trout fishing in the beautiful Kingdom of Sweden, the land of the midnight sun and home of the moose and bears, you are welcome to contact:

www.bokaharjedalen.se
